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UA Classics and the ASCSA  

 Dr. Eleni Hasaki (see photo, front row, far 
right), Associate Professor of Classical Archae-
ology in the School of Anthropology and the De-
partment of Classics, just returned from an excit-
ing summer abroad. She was the Gertrude Smith 
Professor at the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens (www.ascsa.edu.gr) and, to-
gether with Dr. Timothy F. Winters, co-directed 
the School’s Summer Session. The Summer Ses-

sion, established in 1925, is unlike any other sum-
mer program in the Mediterranean, both for its du-
ration and intensity, and also for the quality and 
quantity of scholars who are invited to lead on-site 
visits for the group of twenty students (advanced 
undergraduates, graduates, and Fulbright high 
school teachers).  

 Over the period of six weeks, the group 

visited over 100 sites dating from Neolithic (6,000 
years BCE) to modern times and enjoyed the lec-
tures of over 60 guest speakers. Speakers are al-
ways either the directors of the projects which the 
group visits or are widely-published in the related 
area. After the on-site visits, students have their 
meals and accommodations on the ASCSA cam-
pus, and thus have ample opportunity to interact 
with the speakers, many of whom use the ASCSA 
library as a base for their summer research. These 
early professional relationships are pivotal for the 

students in their later 
graduate and profes-
sional careers.  

 The American 
School of Classical Stud-
ies was established in 
1881, and is one of the 
oldest foreign archaeo-
logical schools in 
Greece. It is the premier 
institution for North 
American classicists who 
study the literature and 
material culture of an-
cient Greece. The li-
brary of the School, the 

state-of-the-art Wiener laboratory for archaeologi-
cal and scientific analyses and the School’s Ar-
chives are renowned for their depth and richness. 

 Dr. Hasaki specializes in the crafts of the 
ancient Greeks, especially ceramics. She has 
taught extensively on all aspects of Greek Archae-
ology, including architecture, sculpture, painting, 
and technology. On the tour, her expertise in mate 

The Participants of the ASCSA Summer Session inside the Parthenon.  

T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e   
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(UA Classics and the ASCSA cont.) 
rial culture was matched ideally with the expertise 
of the co-director of the program, Dr. Winters 
(Austin Peay State University), who has research 
interests in literary and epigraphical evidence from 
Greek antiquity. They both brought their own per-
spective to the Summer Session as well as a deep 
appreciation for modern Greece, its history and its 
poetry. In fact, Dr. Winters, who has long experi-
ence in leading summer study programs in Greece, 
set the tone of each day on the traveling bus by 
reading an ancient or modern Greek poem!  
 The University of Arizona has long had a 
strong presence in the ASCSA. In recent years, 
many Classics and Anthropology graduate students 
have joined the School’s programs as recipients of 

scholarships.  In Dr. Hasaki’s program there were 
two UA students, Elizabeth Bartlett (M.A. 2008; 
currently a Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
Virginia) and Chris Bravo (M.A. 2009; currently a 
Ph.D. candidate at the University of California at 
Berkeley).  

 “I was thrilled to personally experience 
how small the interior space of some famous Greek 
temples is, such as in the Temple of Apollo Epik-
ourios in Arcadia, and to hold some recently-found 
pottery fragments that preserve inscriptions among 
the oldest known,” Dr. Hasaki notes.  “The Sum-
mer Session provided everyone, both faculty and 
students, with a sharp lens through which to look 
closely at familiar sites and artifacts, and to enjoy 
brand new discoveries.” 

T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e   

Dr. Vivante Leads Undergraduates Abroad 

 This summer Dr. Vivante led 13 students 
on a trip to study ancient Greek mythology in con-
nection with ancient sites in Greece and Turkey. 
These included such notables as Troy, Pergamum, 
Ephesus, Knossos, Phaistos, Mycenae, Olympia, 
Delphi, and Athens, as well as others in both coun-
tries and on the island of Rhodes. In Istanbul, the 
group also visited important sites of late antiquity, 
and of the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires, in-
cluding Hagia Sophia, the Blue Mosque (see 
photo, left), Topkapi Palace, and the Chora 
Church, a remarkable little church filled with spec-
tacular mosaics that highlight the importance of 
Mother Mary as a divine being and the mother of 
Jesus. Besides studying ancient mythology, trip 
participants learned much about Turkish history 
and culture, and about Islam. Sites and museum 

visits were enhanced with scrumptious meals, re-
laxing beach trips and evenings out. The trip 
proved to be a fantastic and enjoyable one, and all 
agreed that it was wonderful to be able to study 

aspects of ancient culture in the very places that 
gave rise to them. Professor Vivante gives a hearty 
“3 cheers” for the UA Study Abroad Program!  


